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EXT. DESERTED INTERSECTION - 3 AM

Helen checks her watch. She carries a small tote bag. She 
lays it on the grass median in the center of the road. She 
kneels down and starts to take items from the bag: a large 
candle, a small satchel (which she opens and smells), a glass 
bowl, a bottle of water, a small stone statue, a box of 
matches and, finally, an ultrasound photo of her unborn 
child.  

Helen checks for traffic and makes sure she’s alone before 
she begins. She pours the water into the bowl and sets it in 
front of her at her feet. She places the ultrasound photo in 
the bowl of water. She then takes the candle, places it next 
to the bowl and lights it. 

Finally, she opens the satchel to reveal that it is filled 
with herbs. She sprinkles the herbs in the bowl of water and 
into the fire. She turns in a circle as she sprinkles herbs 
around herself and whispers a prayer. She sits down on the 
curb and waits with her eyes closed.

Soon, a TALL MAN in a dark suit approaches her. He is wearing 
sunglasses even though it is the middle of the night. He is 
ageless and ancient looking at the same time. His long white 
hands float around him as he talks as though he were 
conducting an orchestra. 

TALL MAN
You summoned me?

HELEN
Save my baby.

TALL MAN
Are you prepared to pay?

HELEN
Almost anything.

TALL MAN
Almost doesn’t count.

HELEN
Anything. Anything. Please. Just 
save my  baby.

TALL MAN
This thing is possible. I can do 
this for you. And in return...

He pauses for a moment, as though thinking.
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TALL MAN (CONT’D)
In return, your soul and the soul 
of your child are mine.

HELEN
(touching her belly)

She will be her own person. I can’t 
give you her soul. It is not mine 
to give. 

The Tall Man looks disappointed.

TALL MAN
You know more than most. Very well. 
Your soul for the life of your 
child. Have we a deal?

HELEN
And what does it mean? That you own 
my soul? What about God?

TALL MAN
God doesn’t concern herself with 
small details. Your soul is your 
own business. You do with it what 
you want.

HELEN
And what will you do with it?

TALL MAN
Live. 

He takes a step toward Helen, reaching for her face but she 
backs away. 

HELEN
Wait.

He stops. He stares at her intensely as she vacillates - 
indecision written on her face. 

HELEN (CONT’D)
If I do this thing, what will 
become of my child?

TALL MAN
She will live a full and happy 
life, God willing. 

HELEN
God willing?
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TALL MAN
G.O.D. Willing.

HELEN
And me, when will you come for my 
soul?

TALL MAN
There’s no need to rush. Live your 
life. Enjoy it, if you can. But 
never forget: You. Belong. To. Me.

He takes several steps very quickly closing the distance 
between them. He reaches out to touch her forehead. Before he 
touches her, he checks her eyes. She nods her consent. When 
he touches her, everything goes black. 

INT. HELEN’S BEDROOM - DAY

SUPER: 33 Years Later

Helen lays in bed. She is propped up with pillows. All around 
the room are signs of illness. The bedside table is covered 
with pill bottles, bandages and other medical supplies. 
There’s a bedpan next to the bed as well as a walker and a 
cane. Gospel music plays softly from the radio. 

There are also photos every where. Featured in many of the 
photos is MELAINA MCCLAIN, Helen’s daughter. She is highly 
successful and well put together. We see photos of mother and 
daughter throughout the years. The photos show Melaina having 
a happy childhood with her healthy, active mother. 

Then the photos change. We see a photo of Helen in a hospital 
bed with Melaina in a cap and gown for her college 
graduation. There are other photos of Helen in a hospital 
bed, alone but also celebrating events with Melaina. We also 
see photos of Melaina with famous people and receiving 
awards. 

There are also crosses on the wall, an ancestor altar and 
other religious objects around. 

Melaina enters the bedroom. She is carrying a laundry basket. 

MELAINA
Ok, Mama. I’ve got some fresh 
towels for you. Anything else I can 
do before I head back to work?

Melaina sets the basket down and sit in the chair by her 
mother’s bed. She turns the radio off. 
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HELEN
No baby. You go on ahead and go. I 
can manage on my own. You are too 
far along to be over here helping 
me every day.

MELAINA
It’s not every day. Just when you 
need a little extra support.

HELEN
Is that why you’ve been here every 
day this week? I need extra 
support?

MELAINA
Mama --

HELEN
Melaina I told you. I got that 
nurse who comes 3 times a week and 
I’m not entirely helpless you know.

MELAINA
I know. But you nearly died. The 
doctor said you need to slow down. 
I want to keep you here as long as 
we can.  

HELEN
I’ve told you this before: when 
it’s my time, it’s my time. 

MELAINA
And we don’t know when that will. 
No need to tempt fate. Let me take 
care of my Mamala a bit. We gotta 
make sure you’re around to spoil 
this grandbaby. 

For just a moment, Helen looks sad before perking back up. 

HELEN
You’re such a good girl. I’m so 
proud of you. I love you, miracle 
baby.

MELAINA
You still call me that but I’m 33 
years old.

HELEN
You’re my miracle baby and you 
always will be. 
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The two women embrace. Melaina sits in the chair by her 
mother’s bed and stays at Helen’s bedside as Helen starts to 
drift off to sleep. 

INT. HELEN'S BEDROOM - EARLY EVENING

Melaina enters the bedroom again, this time carrying her work 
bags. She dumps them on the floor when she sees a sleeping 
Helen. Melaina goes over to the altar. She lights a candle 
and sprinkles herbs from a little satchel on to the fire. 

Melaina watches the candle flame as tears well up in her 
eyes. 

HELEN
Be careful what you pray for.

Startled, Melaina turns to see her mother awake in bed. She 
walks over to sit in the chair by the bed. 

MELAINA
I thought you were asleep.

HELEN
I woke up.

MELAINA
I was praying for you to feel 
better. I was praying for you not 
to...

HELEN
Die?

MELAINA
Oh Mama! 

Melaina bursts in to tears and falls into her mother’s arms. 

HELEN
Alright now. That’s alright. 

MELAINA
I’m so scared, Mama.

HELEN
I know, baby. It’s scary to think 
about losing someone you love. When 
they told me that you might not 
make it. Well, I was so 
desperate... 
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MELAINA
You went to the crossroads.

HELEN
I did. I prayed at the crossroads 
for an angel to come and save my 
baby. And he came. An angel came.

MELAINA
Oh Mama. Please don’t die. I can’t 
do this without you. I need you 
here.

HELEN
If the deal I made that night is 
the reason I’ve spent years being 
sick, it was worth it to save your 
life. 

Melaina sobs into her mother’s arms. 

INT. HELEN'S BEDROOM - 2:47 AM

Melaina awakes to find that she’d fallen asleep at her 
mother’s bedside. She looks at the clock and then at her 
sleeping mother. Helen looks so fragile and sick. Melaina 
then looks to the altar in the corner of the room. 

EXT. DESERTED INTERSECTION - 3 AM

Melaina goes to the crossroads to save her mother’s life. She 
does the same ritual with the bowl of water, a photo of her 
mother, a candle, and a sprinkling herbs. She too sits on the 
curb and waits with her eyes closed.

Soon, the Tall Man approaches. Melaina stands. 

TALL MAN
I know you.

MELAINA
Do you?

TALL MAN
I used to be friends with your 
mother.

MELAINA
So, you’re real then? All this time 
I thought...
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TALL MAN
You thought your mother lied to 
you?

MELAINA
Not lied. Just... exaggerated. A 
tall man. THEE Tall Man. Who grants 
wishes. I never imagined you were 
actually real. 

TALL MAN
You must have believed it on some 
level. You’re here. What do you 
want?

TALL MAN (CONT’D)
So, what? You want riches? Success?

MELAINA
I already have success.

TALL MAN
Yes. You can thank me for that too.

MELAINA
I thank my mother for that. She 
worked hard to provide a great life 
for me. She was strong and 
powerful...until she got sick. 

TALL MAN
Mmmm. Yes. She certainly was and 
she did get sick, didn’t she?

MELAINA
Just before I graduated from 
college and she’s never fully 
recovered. Was that you? 

The Tall Man shrugs.

MELAINA (CONT’D)
Now the doctors’ given her only a 
few months. 

TALL MAN
And you want to save her?

MELAINA
(begins to tear up)

If I can.
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TALL MAN
Of course you can. Or, rather, I 
can. 

MELAINA
At what cost?

The Tall Man gestures at Melaina’s belly. She recoils. 

MELAINA (CONT’D)
NO! No. Anything but that. 

TALL MAN
So be it. Then, why don’t we make 
the same deal I made with your 
mother. 

MELAINA
Her life in exchange for my soul?

TALL MAN
Yes.

MELAINA
So, I’ll get sick the way she is?

TALL MAN
Maybe, maybe not. Everyone is 
different. There are benefits, for 
me, to a slow decline but it’s just 
so much work. We’ll have to wait 
and see.

Melaina looks at the Tall Man for a long while, trying to 
decide. She looks down at her spiritual supplies on the 
ground and turns in a slow circle as she contemplates the 
decision.

The Tall Man looks at his watch.

TALL MAN (CONT’D)
It’s late. Tell you what. I’ll give 
you some time to decide. Why don’t 
you think about it and meet me back 
here with your decision in twenty-
four hours?

MELAINA
Twenty-four hours?

TALL MAN
(sinister)

Not a moment longer.
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INT. HELEN'S BEDROOM - DAY

Melaina sits at her mother’s bedside, feeding Helen soup. 
Melaina offers Helen another spoonful but Helen declines.

MELAINA
I don’t know what to do.

HELEN
I know what you’re going to do. 

MELAINA
What?

HELEN
Not a damn thing. 

MELAINA
Mama, I can’t just let you die.

Helen takes Melaina’s face in her hands. Tears well up in 
Melaina’s eyes. 

HELEN
My sweet miracle baby. When it’s my 
time to go, it’s my time to go. 
Ain’t nothing you can do about it.

MELAINA
But that’s not true. I can save you 
the way you saved me!

HELEN
Now, how does that sound? A mother 
letting her daughter sacrifice 
herself to save her own life? That 
ain’t the way the story goes. 

Melaina crumples in wave of tears.

HELEN (CONT’D)
I made a deal with that devil for 
you to be born. I’ve been sick for 
30 years as he slowly drains the 
life from me. I won’t have you go 
through the same to save me.

MELAINA
He’s no angel, Mama. 
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HELEN
No. I suppose he’s not. Listen: 
You’re just going to stay right 
here with me. Let that evil bastard 
wait all night.

MELAINA
But you’ll die.

HELEN
I’m not gonna die tonight. I’m not 
going no where until I see that 
granddaughter of mine. Besides, 
every body dies, sugar. Even me.  

EXT. DESERTED INTERSECTION - 4 AM

We see that Melaina has left her spiritual items at the 
crossroads. The Tall Man arrives at the crossroads, walks up 
to the bowl of water and kicks it over. He checks his watch. 
Melaina isn’t going to show. He rips the sunglasses from his 
face and screams in rage. He picks up the candle and throws 
it. We see that he has transformed into an ugly demon with 
glowing red eyes. 

INT. HELEN'S BEDROOM - DAY

Gospel music plays softly in the background. Melaina sits at 
her mother’s bedside, holding her hand. 

Helen stops breathing. Melaina looks up and notices that her 
mother has died. 

Melaina leans forward and closes her mother’s eyes as her own 
eyes well up with tears. She begins to sob quietly as she 
rocks back and forth.

ALTERNATE ENDING:

INT. HELEN'S BEDROOM - EVENING

Melaina sits at her mother’s bedside, holding her hand with 
one hand as she holds her baby in her other arm. 

Helen stops breathing. Melaina looks up and notices that her 
mother has died. 

Melaina eyes well up with tears. She begins to sob quietly as 
she rocks back and forth.
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As Melaina cries, we see that Helen’s eyes begin to slowly 
glow red.
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