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TEASER

EXT. PATIO - NIGHT

POV OF KELISE

KELSIE (40’S) entering the backdoor and into a dark 
kitchen and dining room area. 

KELISE (V.O.)
I lose chunks of time daily and 
come to wondering if I committed a 
crime. I have no memory of what 
was lost. Just a feeling of 
fervent chaos.

POV OF KELISE

Opening the door and watching her daughter, LAYLA (16) 
sleeping peacefully.

KELISE (V.O.)
It feels cheap and reeks of 
archaic clothes. The air thick 
around me like an ancient cloak. 
Time flees and I’m helpless as it 
carelessly slips away. Time hides 
as I wallow in the emptiness of 
another long day.

POV OF KELISE

Opening another door and watching her younger daughter, 
ADRIANA (10) sleeping peacefully.  

KELISE (V.O.)
Washed away like petals in a 
waterfall plummeting unafraid. 
Surrounded by scorched air and I 
desperately look for precious 
shade.

POV OF KELISE

Standing in front of the mirror and staring at her 
reflection. 

O.S The sound of the shower running. 



(CONTINUED)

2.

INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT

One candle is burning on the edge of the tub. Kelise sits 
in the tub with her arms wrapped around her knees and her 
chin resting on her hands. Eyes shut tight.

KELISE (V.O.)
So cold, so lost, so gone. Why 
stay when it feels as if I’m 
running from so far away. Why stay 
and wallow in the infinite 
emptiness of another long day.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

POV OF KELISE

Watching her husband, BERNARD (40’s) in the middle of the 
bed asleep on his side facing her side of the bed. 

KELISE (V.O.)
Why stay when even my loneliness 
feels alone. Why stay when I can 
simply end it and finally go home.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Kelise slowly sits on her side of the bed. She lays down 
gently on her side and watches him. She reaches her hand 
out and touches his lips with her fingertips.

END TEASER. BEGINNING CREDITS ROLL. 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Kelise is lying on her back staring at her bedroom 
ceiling with emotionless eyes. Bernard is lying on top of 
her with the sheet pulled up over his back. Kelise stares 
off to the left as he moves trying to reach a climax.

KELISE (V.O.)
Eggs, milk, cheese..bread.

Bernard’s breathing becomes more labored as he releases. 
He finishes and rolls over. He pulls the sheet up over 
his body and turns his back to her. 

Kelise stares at the ceiling. 

KELISE (V.O.)
We’re out of coffee.

(CONTINUED)
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(CONTINUED)

3.

Bernard snores loudly. Kelise rolls to her side facing 
away and stares. 

Light changes to indicate the passage of time. The 
transition from night to morning can been on her face. 

CAMERA PANS AWAY FROM KELISE’S FACE AND TO THE WINDOW 
WITH LIGHT STREAMING IN. THE CAMERA RETURNS TO HER FACE 
AND SHOWS HER OPEN EYES THAT NOW HAVE SHADOWS UNDERNEATH 
THEM.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING

Kelise slowly gets up. She sits on her side of the bed 
with her eyes closed.

O.S. A drawer slamming shut.

CAMERA PANS OVER TO BERNARD GETTING DRESSED. HE GRABS HIS 
SHOES BEFORE WALKING OVER TO SIT NEXT TO HER ON THE BED. 

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Bernard puts his shoes.

BERNARD
Wow. You look like shit.

KELISE
What?

BERNARD
You need more sleep. 

He kisses her on the forehead and stands.   

BERNARD
You should really think about 
taking a day off. You’re taking 
the kids to school right? I have a 
meeting.

O.S Whooshing sound.  

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Kelise is still sitting on the side of her bed. Layla is 
standing in front of her snapping her fingers. Kelise 
comes to.

CONTINUED:
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LAYLA
Mom? Mom! We’re going to be late 
for school. 

KELISE
What?

LAYLA
Get dressed. We’re ready to go.

KELISE
What about breakfast?

LAYLA
We ate already. 

Layla walks out annoyed.

INT. BATHROOM - DAY

Kelise looks at herself in the mirror.  She does look 
like shit. She grabs her makeup pouch.

INT. LIVINGROOM - DAY

Layla is helping Adriana put on her jacket. Kelise enters 
wearing jeans and a t-shirt and clutching her purse.  

KELISE
Ready?

ADRIANA
I needed cupcakes for school 
today.

KELISE
What?

Layla rolls her eyes and grabs Adriana’s hand and walks 
out the front door.

Kelise stands there a moment before following.

INT. FAMILY VAN - DAY

Kelise pulls up in front of the school and puts the car 
in park. Adriana has a box of store bought cupcakes on 
her lap. Layla jumps out of the car with her back pack.

CONTINUED:
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EXT. OUTSIDE OF VAN - DAY

Layla opens the door for Adriana, but she doesn’t move. 
She’s staring at the stale vanilla cupcakes from the 
store.

LAYLA
Let’s go, Adriana.

ADRIANA
Mommy, why didn’t you make 
chocolate cupcakes?

LAYLA
Let’s go!

Adrianna slowly gets out of the car. Adriana and Layla 
walk away from the van. Kelise rolls the window down to 
say ‘bye’ but changes her mind. She puts the car in drive 
and pulls away from the curb.

INT. DOCTOR’S OFFICE LOBBY - DAY

Kelise sits in the waiting room of the doctor’s office.

NURSE
Kelise. We’re ready for you.

Kelise stands and walks toward the door leading to the 
back. An older man who looks like an older version of 
BERNARD walks out of the door followed by a woman who 
looks like an older version of Kelise. OLDER KELISE makes 
eye contact with younger Kelise as she crosses in front 
of her on the way to the door leading out of the office. 
Older Bernard opens the door and walks out without 
holding the door for older Kelise. 

O.S Whooshing sound.  Kelise comes to and finds herself 
standing in front of Older Kelise.

OLDER KELISE
I have no memory of how I got 
here.

KELISE
What?

OLDER KELISE
I said, ‘How are you doing, Dear?’

KELISE
Oh. Fine. Thanks for asking.

(CONTINUED)
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Older Kelise stands there for a second before sighing and 
opening the door for herself. She looks over her shoulder 
at younger Kelise. Older Kelise exits. Younger Kelise is 
shook to her core as she watches Older Kelise leave.

NURSE
Kelise?

Kelise snaps to and follows the nurse out.

INT. FAMILY VAN - DAY

O.S Whooshing sound.

Kelise sits in the van blinking rapidly. A pharmacy paper 
bag sits on the dashboard. Kelise grips the wheel tight 
with both hands. She takes a few deep breaths then starts 
the van.

EXT. OUTSIDE OF KELISE’S HOUSE - DAY

The van screeches to a halt. Kelise quickly gets out of 
the van.

INT. FOYER - DAY

The door opens and Kelise enters with her pharmacy bag 
and purse. She throws her purse on the table. She crosses 
to the closet and opens the door to hang her coat up. 

POV OF KELISE

Older Kelise is standing there.

OLDER KELISE
So cold.

INT. FOYER - DAY

Kelise jumps back startled. She closes the closet door 
and opens it again. Older Kelise is gone.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Kelise, shaken, grabs a cup and runs water from the 
faucet. She drinks the water and some spills due to her 
shaking hands. She turns away from the faucet and...

CONTINUED:
6.



(CONTINUED)

7.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Older Kelise is sitting at the counter. Her eye mascara 
runs as she silently sobs.

OLDER KELISE
So lost.

Kelise drops the cup on the floor.

THE CUP SLOWLY FALLING AND HITTING THE FLOOR SPILLING THE 
REMAINING WATER OUT.

Kelise looks up and Older Kelise is gone. Kelise grabs 
her pharmacy bag.

INT. BATHROOM - DAY

The door opens and Kelise enters quickly and locks the 
door. She stares at the door for a few seconds. Crosses 
over to the sink and puts the bag on the counter. She 
turns the water on and splashes cold water on her face. 
She looks up into the mirror and sees Older Kelise.

OLDER KELISE
Why stay. Go home. Just go home.

Kelise stares at her reflection. Looks down at her 
pharmacy bag. She pulls out the pills.

C.U. of the pill label which reads Xanax.  She opens the 
bottle and pours the entire contents into her hand.

Kelise looks at herself one more time and the reflection 
in the mirror is Older Kelise’s face on top of hers. She 
takes a deep breath and puts the handful of pills in her 
mouth.

O.S. The front door opening and shutting. Faint voices.

Kelise listens intently with her mouth full of the pills.

INT. FOYER - DAY

Layla and Adriana are hanging their jackets up in the 
closet. Kelise walks in.

LAYLA
MOM!

(CONTINUED)
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ADRIANA
MOM?!

INT. BATHROOM - SAME

Kelise spits out the pills and looks up at herself in the 
mirror. It’s just her. Layla knocks on the door. Kelise 
quickly closes the bottle and shoves the bottle back in 
the bag and hides the bag in the cabinet.

LAYLA
Mom? Are you in there?

KELISE (O.S.)
Yes, what are you doing home so 
early?

LAYLA
It was a short day, and you 
weren’t there. We got a ride.

KELISE (O.S.)
I’m sorry.

LAYLA
Yeah, I know. Of course you’re 
sorry, you’re always sorry. I’m 
sorry too. I’m sorry I was born! 

Layla turns away from the door. Adriana crosses to the 
bathroom door.

ADRIANA
Mom?

LAYLA
(to Adriana)

Don’t even bother. What’s the 
point? It’s too lat. We don’t need 
her anyway.

Layla walks away. Adriana starts to say something through 
the door and decides there’s no point, she puts her hand 
on the door and turns and walks away.

INT. BATHROOM - SAME

Kelise looks at the mirror and sees Older Kelise. Older 
Kelise smiles encouragingly. It’s not too late.

CONTINUED:
8.
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INT. OUTSIDE OF BATHROOM DOOR - SAME

The bathroom door opens slowly. Kelise walks out.

POV Kelise walking toward the living room.  

ADRIANA (O.S.)
(Singing)

Sunshine, my only sunshine. You 
make me happy when skies are gray.

INT. LIVINGROOM - DAY

Adriana has her drawing book and is starting a new 
picture. She is drawing a sun.

ADRIANA
You never know dear how much I 
love you. Please don’t take my 
sunshine away.

Adriana continues to hum as Kelise enters and kneels down 
next to her. Kelise stares at her little face. Adriana 
looks up and sees Kelise staring at her.

ADRIANA
Do you like my picture?

Kelise looks at the beginnings of a sun on the paper.

KELISE
I love your picture. 

Layla enters holding a couple of small bags of chips. She 
stops short when she sees Kelise kneeling next to 
Adriana. 

ADRIANA
Color with me?

Adriana pulls a sheet of paper out and holds it up for 
Kelise. Kelise stares at the paper.

ADRIANA
Are you unhappy, Mommy?

KELISE
I don’t know.

ADRIANA
Sometimes I’m unhappy.

(CONTINUED)
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SLOW PAN ONTO KELISE’S FACE AS SHE REALIZES THE EFFECT 
SHE’S BEEN HAVING ON HER DAUGHTERS.

O.S Whooshing Sound.

Kelise shakes her head fighting the familiar abyss trying 
to overtake her as she is fighting panicking internally. 
Layla sees the panic on Kelise’s face and comes in to 
save the day as usual.

LAYLA
Come on Adri, let’s go outside.

KELISE
NO! No. I’m fine. Let’s ALL color.

Layla and Adriana are unsure of this sudden change in 
behavior. Kelise grabs the paper from Adriana who then 
grabs another piece for. Layla looks from Kelise to the 
paper. Kelise takes the paper and holds it up to Layla.

KELISE
Please.

Layla slowly grabs the paper touching Kelise’s hand 
briefly. Their eyes meet. She sits on the other side of 
Adriana.

INT. KITCHEN - A LITTLE LATER

Bernard comes home and sees a scene he hasn’t seen in 
awhile. Kelise having fun with the girls. They have moved 
on from coloring and are in a mess of a kitchen smearing 
frosting on each other and throwing flour and sprinkles.

KELISE
You wanted CHOCOLATE 
cupcakes right? Here you 
go! I’ll give you chocolate 
cupcakes!

ADRIANA
Yes I want CHOCOLATE 
cupcakes Mommy! Give me ALL 
the cupcakes!

LAYLA
Don’t get anything in my hair! 
This is assault by cupcake!!

BERNARD
Hello?

They all freeze when they realize Daddy is home. Kelise 
slowly, straight faced walks up to Bernard.

KELISE
You look like shit.

CONTINUED:
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She smashes a cupcake into his face.

KELISE
That’s better.

Kelise kisses him. He smiles and grabs her into a more 
passionate kiss.

INT. KITCHEN - SAME

Kelise looks up and sees Older Kelise walking away and 
disappearing. The song You Are My Sunshine starts 
playing.

ENDING CREDITS ROLL.
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